
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Esperanza, Inc 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Summer Camp: Making Science and Arts Fun! 

Your Project Summary: Esperanza hosts a STEAM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Arts-Math) Summer 

Camp, targeting middle school students in the impoverished Cleveland community to extend school-year 

learning.  Through partnerships and a research-based educational curriculum we use creative arts as 

mechanisms for students to express themselves, using cultural concepts as the foundation of activities. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The organization strongly demonstrates that it is result-oriented and uses data to measure 

progress and success. The program reaches under-invested youth and intertwines culture in every aspect. 

I was so enthralled with the STEAM camp idea that I wanted to hear more about some of the specific 

activities that would be incorporated and some of the artists whom you engage.  The fundraising captain 

is an interesting idea. Has the organization had success with that in the past? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. The six-week summer camp is free to the campers, 

making this of great public benefit. With an organizational focus on furthering education in the Hispanic 

community, and with this camp, through the arts, this project has significant artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

There are clear plans to implement the project, with recruitment of volunteers and staff, making this 

project have organizational capacity. I suggest that the goals and measurements are slightly revisited to 

be clearer about growth and achievement with specific numbers. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Clear public benefit to an often overlooked target population. I scored the applicant yes due 

to the reputation and quality of work from the applicant, but overall this proposal lacked clarity. What 

specific arts programming will be included? What curriculum is being developed? The only thing 

mentioned specifically was Zumba, which is not exactly arts. The budget is also unclear. I'm confused at 

who is getting paid and who isn't? Organizational capacity is clear, and supporting the applicant is very 

worthwhile, but if it weren't for a strong emphasis on public benefit I wouldn't have scored the applicant 

as high. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project more than met the funding criteria. This project is a strong example of a thoughtful 

project with massive public benefit and clear understanding of the community they serve and needs to 

be met. The use of stats and data were strong and there was more than sufficient evidence of past success 

and results. Their goals and measures were sophisticated and substantive in terms of conveying and utilize 

evaluation methods to gain understanding around effectiveness and impact. The budget was clear and 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 



Esperanza, Inc - Continued  
 

3 
 

more than enough detail was provided to fully understand and see their ability to plan for a successful 

project. Income is varied and well-rounded and reasonable. I also appreciated the additional detail around 

the adjustments made to fit this application, again conveying organizational capacity.  

**Would recommend this application as an example of a well assembled and thought out project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria.  I expect this summer camp does have 

public benefit for the middle schoolers it serves, but the proposal does not demonstrate this benefit.  It is 

not clear from the proposal how the organization uses knowledge of its community to drive its work, or 

what other stakeholders it builds meaningful relationships with.  There are a few photos in the 

attachment, but it is unclear if or how the summer camp has exceptional artistic or cultural vibrancy.  The 

program does not even seem to be mentioned on the website.  Because Esperanza is primarily an 

education organization, it is even more important to know if the arts and culture professionals are 

qualified and what sites are chosen for field trips (the proposal only vaguely says parks and museums).  

Esperanza does seem to have strong organizational capacity since the proposal indicates they can track 

improvements in grades and test scores for youth in their programs. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Esperanza's STEAM Summer Camp meets the funding criteria. The project, a free, 6-week 

day camp for 40 middle school students from underserved neighborhoods, provides great public benefit. 

Esperanza shows deep knowledge of its community by hosting a camp that emphasizes celebration of 

Hispanic cultures as well as summer learning. Esperanza has built strong relationships with community 

partners to host the camp and provide field trips. The organization could be more detailed in the arts and 

culture professionals who are part of the camp. The budget seems appropriate and the organization's 

capacity to complete the summer camp project is clear. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


